
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 June 29,  1995 
 
MEMORANDUM        GMP #72 
 
TO:   Di st r i ct  Di r ect or s 
 Envi r onment al  Heal t h   
 Manager s/ Super vi sor s/ Speci al i st s 
  Of f i ce of  Envi r onment al  Heal t h St af f  
 
THROUGH:  Donal d J.  Al exander ,  Di r ect or  
  Di v i s i on of  Onsi t e Sewage and Wat er  Ser vi ces 
 
FROM:  Roger  A.  Cool ey,  Asst .  Techni cal  Ser vi ces Chi ef  
  Di v i s i on of  Onsi t e Sewage and Wat er  Ser vi ces 
 
SUBJECT:  Mass Dr ai nf i el d Revi ews 
  Sewage -  Onsi t e -  Pl an Revi ew 
 
 At t ached ar e a memor andum dat ed Sept ember  10,  1984,  f r om    
H.  W.  Ogl esby,  def i ni ng mass dr ai nf ei l ds and st at i ng t hose i t ems 
whi ch shoul d be addr essed by t he appl i cant ,  and a memor andum f r om 
Rober t  W.  Hi cks,  pr ovi di ng t he pr ocedur es f or  handl i ng mass 
dr ai nf i el d r evi ews.   Thi s GMP was devel oped t o c l ar i f y and updat e 
t he pr ocedur es f or  handl i ng mass dr ai nf i el d submi t t al s.  
 
 As not ed i n t he Apr i l  5,  1988- memor andum,  a pr oposal  f or  a 
mass dr ai nf i el d must  addr ess wat er  moundi ng beneat h t he 
dr ai nf i el d ar ea,  ni t r at e l oadi ng cont ami nat i on,  and t he 
oper at i onal  r el i abi l i t y  of  t he syst em.   Pr ocedur es and f or mul as 
f or  cal cul at i ng moundi ng and ni t r at es have been pr evi ousl y 
submi t t ed t o t he di st r i ct  of f i ces ( see May 12,  1988- memor andum 
f r om Davi d D.  Ef f er t ) .   Addi t i onal  copi es of  t hi s i nf or mat i on 
wi l l  be sent  upon r equest .  
 
 Pr evi ousl y,  mass dr ai nf i el d r evi ews wer e submi t t ed t o t he 
Di v i s i on f or  r evi ew by Techni cal  Ser vi ces.   However ,  s i nce 
Techni cal  Ser vi ces i s st af f ed at  50% of  i t s pr evi ous l evel ,  i t  
wi l l  no l onger  r evi ew mass dr ai nf i el ds.   However ,  as not ed 
pr evi ousl y t he appl i cant  must  addr ess t hose i t ems not ed i n 
pr evi ous memor anda.   As a mi ni mum t he appl i cant  must  pr ovi de 
cal cul at i ons i ndi cat i ng t hat  wat er  moundi ng does not  encr oach 
i nt o t he separ at i on di st ance,  t hat  ni t r at e concent r at i ons i n t he 
gr ound wat er  wi l l  not  exceed 10 mg/ L,  and t hat  t he syst em i s 
oper at i onal l y r el i abl e.   We shoul d i nf or m t he appl i cant  t hat  we  
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r ecommend t hat  t he ni t r at e concent r at i on not  exceed 5 mg/ L whi ch 
i s t he gr oundwat er  ant i - degr adat i on pol i cy f or  ni t r at es set  by 
DEQ.   The l ocal  heal t h depar t ment  may r evi ew t he mass dr ai nf i el d 
cal cul at i ons.   Once t he l ocal  heal t h depar t ment  has accept ed t he 
mass dr ai nf i el d cal cul at i ons and i ssued a const r uct i on per mi t ,  
t hey shoul d not i f y t he Di v i s i on by memor andum i ndi cat i ng t he 
name,  count y,  and desi gn f l ow of  t he mass dr ai nf i el d.   
 
 The dr ai nf i el ds and any di l ut i on ar eas used f or  r educi ng 
ni t r at e concent r at i on must  be desi gnat ed on a pl an sheet .   No 
f ut ur e dr ai nf i el ds shal l  be pl aced i n t he di l ut i on ar ea unl ess an 
equi val ent  ni t r at e l oadi ng dr ai nf i el d i s t aken out  of  ser vi ce i n 
t he same ar ea.   Ther ef or e,  t hi s pl an sheet  shoul d be pl aced i n 
t he appl i cant ’ s f i l e f or  f ut ur e r evi ews.   Because of  t he 
i ncr eased possi bi l i t y  of  syst em f ai l ur es and t he compl exi t y of  
t hese syst ems Techni cal  Ser vi ces r ecommends t hat  f or mal  pl ans be 
submi t t ed f or  mass dr ai nf i el ds.  
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